
                             

Springfield Foundation holds 
Annual Reception

2007 Springfield Foundation Legacy Society Inductees

Helen Brumfield       Mel Marsh and Rick Rutan           
Roest 

      Jessie Shropshire       Gail Smith     Ted Vander Dr. John and Sherril-ann

All inductees pictured with Peter Gus Geil, Board President

to grow the Fund.  Her hilarious 
antics
and life stories brought our guests 
together through laughter.  She 
helped all of us relive our past and 
see the opportunities that each of us 
have to make a difference in our 
community.  Pat's message was an 
inspiration for all that attended.

In addition to celebrating grants 
making a difference, eight individuals 
were recognized for becoming 
members of the Foundation's Legacy 
Society.  This year's inductees were:
Helen J. Brumfield, Mel Marsh and 
Rick Rutan, Dr. John and Sherril-ann 
Rechsteiner, Jessie L. Shropshire, 
Gail V. Smith, and Ted Vander Roest.  
The Legacy Society honors those 
individuals who have identified 
themselves as having remembered 
the Springfield Foundation in their will 
or estate plan.  To date, 32 
individuals and families have joined.  
If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the Foundation's Legacy 
Society, please call the Foundation at 
(937) 324-8773.

Fall/Winter 2007

Members of the Springfield Youth 
Symphony provided entertainment for 
the evening.

Pat Wynn Brown talks about how a crisis 
in her own life placed her in 
conversations (and negotiations) with the 
heavens above.   

The Foundation held its annual event 
on October 3rd at the Springfield 
Museum of Art with over 100 guests 
in attendance.  The event celebrated 
“Grants Making a Difference” in Clark 
County by highlighting recent grants 
and scholarships awarded by the 
Foundation.  Pat Wynn Brown, an 
entertainer and philanthropist from 
the Columbus area, joined us to 
reinforce the powerful impact of 
grantmaking.  She described how 
she created a series of “Hair Theater” 
shows to explain most of the 
questions, mysteries and cautionary 
tales of life through the evolution of 
her hairdos and those of society.  
During her discussion, Pat reflected 
on how a crisis in her own life 
inspired her to help others by 
partnering with her local community 
foundation.  In 2001, she created the 
“Hair Theater Fund” at the Columbus 
Foundation to provide wigs to women 
and children who are suffering from 
the effects of chemotherapy 
treatments.  To date, 353 have been 
helped.  Pat uses part of the 
proceeds from her shows 
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A Message From 
the Director

One of our goals is to truly be 
the “Community's” 
Foundation.  Over the past 
several years, your community 
Foundation has experienced 
significant growth through 
gifts that cover a broad range 
of interests.  Some of our most 
recent gifts will support local 
arts organizations, provide 
scholarship support to local 
students and provide 
unrestricted support to the 
community. These gifts are 
just a few examples of the 
generosity found throughout 
our community.  Each gift 
makes a lasting difference 
through the grants and 
scholarships they provide.  
The staff and trustees of the 
Foundation are humbled by 
the trust our donors place in 
us and are inspired by those 
willing to make a difference in 
our community.

on the
web
Check Out Our Newly Designed Website

The Springfield Foundation has launched a newly designed website.  The new site 
is a great resource for information about the Foundation and it has been developed 
to make it easy for you to navigate and get connected to the information that 
interests you most.  We encourage you to visit frequently.

You may find the following pages to be especially helpful:

1  About Us- Who We Are, What We Do, List of Board Members
2 Giving- Overview On What and How to Give, Donor Stories
3 Grants- Grant Guidelines & Application, Workshops/Seminars, Grant Stories
4 Scholarships- Scholarship Guidelines &  Application, Scholarship Recipients 
5 Publications and Resources- Newsletters, Brochures, Reports
6 News & Events- Up-to-date Foundation news and event listing
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On July 28, 2005, the Springfield arts 
community mourned the passing of John 
Smarelli, one of its most revered and  
respected members.  Now, through a 
generous gift from the Ruth B. and Thomas F. 
Mackey Charitable Trust, the Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra has ensured that his 
legacy will be shared for generations to 
come.

For over sixty years, Springfield Youth 
Symphony Conductor Emeritus and SSO 
Concertmaster Emeritus, John Smarelli was 
active as a performer in a five state area and 

member of the Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra for forty-two 
years, serving many years as 
concertmaster and personnel 
manager.  A conductor of the 
Springfield Youth Symphony for 
eight years, John Smarelli is fondly 
remembered by Springfield Youth 
Symphony alumni for his 
passionate approach to music, and his 
demand for hard work and perfection.

In memory of Mr. Smarelli’s passion and 
commitment to the Symphony, the John
Smarelli Scholarship Fund of the 

Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra has been 
established by the 
Springfield Symphony 
Orchestra.  This fund of the 
Springfield Foundation will 
be used to award college 
scholarships for deserving 

have participated in Springfield Youth 
Orchestras and will major or minor in music.

To make a contribution to this fund, please 
call the Foundation at
(937) 324-8773.

Springfield Symphony Orchestra Establishes Endowment 
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